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REVIEW OF GEEEK AND EOMAN NUMISMATICS. 



II.-RECENTLY PUBLISHED BOOKS. 

In my first Review of Greek and Roman Numismatics'^ I limited myself 
to noticing the most important works published in reviews and other 
periodical publications. I now enter on the second part of my task, by 
passing rapidly in review the most recent and remarkable books on ancient 
numismatics. As they are numerous, I shall be forced to be brief, so as not 
to exceed the limits of a bibliographical notice. 

First of all is to be noticed the series of Catalogues of Greek Coins in the 
British Museum. When this great repertory, the publication of which is 
being pursued rapidly, is completed, it will be for scholars, if not a Corpus 
of Greek numismatics, at least an indispensable collection, in which are 
described and illustrated many coins that do not figure in the antiquated 
book of Mionnet, and others, not less numerous, which are wrongly attrib- 
uted or badly described in it. This is at present the status of the collec- 
tion, whose general title is A Catalogue of the Greek Coins in the British 
Museum, and whose general editor is Mr. Reginald Stuart Poole. 

1. The first volume, Italy, dates from 1873. It was edited by Mr. Poole 
himself, and the coins are arranged according to the system adopted by 
Eckhel, Mionnet and Carelli. 

2. The second volume, of which Mr. Poole and Messrs. Barclay V. 
Head and Percy Gardner are joint authors, was issued in 1876, and in- 
cludes the coins of Sicily. To be especially remarked is the attempt at a 
chronological classification of the coins of Syracuse. 

3. The third, published in 1877, comprises the coins of the Taurie Cher- 
sonesos, of Sarmatia, Dacia, Upper and Lower Moesia, by Mr. Percy Gard- 
ner ; those of Thrace, the Chersonesos of Thrace, the islands of Imhros, 
Lemnos, Samothrace and Thasos, by Mr. Barclay V. Head. 

4. The fourth volume, published in 1878, by Mr. Percy Gardner, is 
entitled The Seleueid Kings of Syria. Twenty-eight helioengraved plates 
reproduce all the important coins of this royal series, whose classification 
is so difiicult. The Introduction of Mr. Percy Gardner is a dissertation in 
which he comments on and justifies his iconographic attributions. He 
examines successively the silver coins of Antiochos I, H and III, the silver 

^American Journal of Arehceology, vol. i, pp. 387-400. 
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coins of Seleukos I, II, III, IV ; the bronzes of Antiochos I, II, III ; the 
coins struck by Antiochos III in Greece ; the bronzes of Demetrios I, II ; 
those of Alexandres I, II ; finally those which may have been struck by 
other princes of the name of Antiochos. The system proposed by Mr. Gard- 
ner for the classification of these different series is doubtless exposed to grave 
criticism ; but none better has been oifered, and in adopting it one is at 
least sure to put an end, in a certain measure, to the complete confusion 
■which had until then reigned in the series of Seleukid coins. 

5. The fifth volume, Macedonia, etc., written entirely by iSlr. Barclay V. 
Head, appeared in 1879. It includes the coins of the Kings of Paionia, 
those of the cities of Makedonia, of the Thrako-Makedonian tribes ; finally 
those of the Kings of Makedonia, only as far as Philip 11. The introduc- 
tion on the Pangean district and the coins that may be attributed to the 
cities of this region is remarkable : it shows the propagation and extension 
of the Babylonian system by the side of the Greco- Asiatic system, in the 
valley of the Strymon, in Chalkis, and finally in Makedonia proper. 

6. The sixth volume on The Ptolemies, Kings of Egypt, by Mr. Poole, pub- 
lished in 1883, is accompanied by twenty helioengraved plates as precious 
for iconography as are the plates of the volume devoted to the Seleukidai. 
Here, also, the author was obliged to attack, in a long introduction, the enor- 
mously difficult classification and attribution of the coins of the Lagidai, a 
question already competently treated by Fr. Lenormant and by F. Feuar- 
dent, and in which there still remains, even after Mr. Poole, much uncer- 
tainty. Will a definite solution of the question ever be reached? In any 
case, M. Feuardent is to treat again of this knotty problem in a new edition 
of his book, which is soon to appear. 

7. With the seventh volume, which appeared in 1883, Mr. Percy Gard- 
ner takes us from Thessaly to Aetolia. It includes the description of the 
coins of Thessalia, Illyria, Epeiros, Korkyra, Akarnania and Aitolia. An 
excellent introduction on the monetary systems of Northern Greece, and on 
the chronological classification of the coinage of the cities enumerated in 
the volume, makes it possible to give with greater precision the monetary 
history of Rome itself, which, as is well known, copied the Illyrian drachma. 

8. Mr. Barclay V. Head edited in 1884 an eighth volume on Central 
Oreece {Loeris, Phocis, Boeotia and Euhoea). I will dwell more particularly 
on it, as well as on the following volumes, as, being nearer in date, they 
come more within the scope of this paper. The general introduction treats 
especially of questions regarding the chronological classification of the coins. 
As to the coinage of Lokroi Opountioi, it is known that the first pieces have 
simply an ^ ; Mr. Head dates them before 387, the year of the peace of An- 
talkidas. After 387 came the coins with OPON ; then, during the period 
between 369 and 338, are to be placed the magnificent Lokrian didrachmas, 
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with OrONTION, having as a type the head of Persephone, and Aias 
armed and fighting. The style of these beautiful coins is very similar to 
that of the coins of Syracuse signed by Evenetes. After the battle of Chai- 
roneia in 338, the art falls utterly into decay ; the legend on the coins is 
AOKPfiN, then, a little later, OTTOVNTIQN. 

Among the most remarkable coins of Phokis is to be mentioned the ar- 
chaic tetradrachma of Delphi with the two affronted ram-heads and the 
legend A A/(D I KOM, The British Museum does not possess this important 
coin, but it has, on the other hand, a magnificent copy of the Delphian tetra- 
drachma with the legend AM<t>IKTIONQN, which bears, on the obverse, the 
veiled head of Apollon, and, on the reverse, Apollon seated on the omphalos 
and bending over his lyre. It also possesses an interesting bronze piece 
with the efiigy of the Empress Faustina the Elder, on the reverse of which is 
the image of the temple of Delphi : it is quite possible to distinguish on it 
the columns, which are in the form of gigantic caryatids. 

The very ancient coins of Boiotia are of Aiginetan weight : they are to 
be placed between about 600 and 550. In the second period appear the 
pieces bearing, in the eckancrures of the buckler, the initials of the various 
Boiotian cities, Akraiphion, Koroneia, Haliartos, Mykalessos, Pharai, Tana- 
gra, Thebai, etc. After the battle of Koroneia in 446, Thebai acquired, over 
the other cities of Boiotia, such a preponderance that their coinage was sup- 
pressed : the name of Thebai alone appears on coins. Then also appear 
as mint types, besides the shield and amphora, the beautiful front faces of 
Dionysos and Herakles, the gods especially venerated by the Thebans. 
There are also coins with the type of the infant Herakles strangling the 
serpents, and Herakles bending his bow and fighting : it may be said that 
these types are the reflection of the art of Pheidias, then at its height. 
With the peace of Antalkidas in 387, the political situation of Boiotia 
changes : Thebes no longer holds her despotic supremacy, and we see reap- 
pear the coinage of the different Boiotian cities with their names. Still, a 
little later, Epaminondas reestablished the coinage of the Boiotians in 
genere, which brings us down to the Makedonian period : thus it is that the 
numismatics of a country feel directly, and step by step, the shock of its poli- 
tical vicissitudes. 

The coinage of the island of Euboia, where Chalkis, Karystos and Eretria 
were the principal centres of manufacture, begins with archaic silver pieces 
that are certainly as early as 700 b. c. : at least it is to Eretria that Mr. 
Head attributes the inscriptionless archaic pieces with the type of the Gor- 
gon's head. To the best period of Greek art should be attributed the coins 
of Eretria that have on the obverse the head of Artemis as huntress, and, on 
the reverse, the cow lying down : these coins are certainly among the most 
remarkable products of the coinage of antiquity. 
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9. The volume that has just appeared (1886), on The Greek Coins of Crete 
and the Islands of the Aegean Sea, is drawn up by Mr. Warwick Wroth, 
and is not inferior to the preceding. The coinage of Krete is, on account 
of the great number of pieces and the character of the types of coinage, one 
of the most interesting of the entire ancient series : it is of a nature to throw 
the greatest light on the history of that famous island, and on the mytho- 
logical legends to which it gave birth. But has the moment yet come for 
writing the history of this coinage ? The elements of it are dispersed in so 
many different and little-known or inaccessible collections, that there is risk 
of being singularly incomplete in undertaking this general monograph. 
However that may be, the catalogue of the Kretan series of the British 
Museum may be considered as a publication preparatory to the general 
descriptiop I have referred to. The book of Mr. Wroth begins with the 
coins struck with the name K 1 N N K P H TQ N and with the effigy of the 
Roman emperors from Caligula to Antoninus Pius. The head of Britan- 
nicus, always rare in numismatics, figures on a drachma of this series ; on 
beautiful coins of Trajanus we see Diktynna seated on a rock and holding 
the infant Zeus, in the presence of the Kouretes. 

On the large silver coins of Aptera is to be noticed the hero Pteras, armed 
with helmet, shield and spear, extending his hand towards the sacred tree 
which is before him. Some of these coins are signed by the artist Pytho- 
doros. The coins of Axos are very interesting on account of the question 
of knowing whether Axos should be distinguished from Naxos : some coins 
bear the legend {< A K m* OM (Faxo-iov), with a digamma whose form is pecu- 
liar and has given rise to recent discussions. 

I will here remark that the cities of Biennos, Kamara and Keraitai, 
whose coins have been discovered during the last few years, are not repre- 
sented at the British Museum. At Chersonesos, besides the ordinary type 
of Apollon Kitharaoidos seated on the omphalos, we must mention Hera- 
kles fighting with his club, which he holds behind his back with a move- 
ment full of vigor. The ordinary' types of Knossos; the Minotaur, the 
labyrinth, the head of Demeter, are represented by fine specimens : I seek 
in vain for the rarer type of the head of Ariadne placed in the midst of 
the windings of the labyrinth. Kydonia has coins with an artist's signa- 
ture: NEYANTO? E7T0IEI, but the British Museum has none: to be 
noted, however, in the plates attached to this volume, is a fine tetradrachma 
■with the type of young Kydon suckled by a bitch. The series of Eleuthema 
includes interesting pieces, especially that which has for obverse type Apol- 
lon standing, holding a stone and a bow, and whose legend is EAEY0E- 
PNAION, in reversed letters. 

The coinage of Gortyn opens with an important coin : it is a globular 
piece which has for type a reclining bull, like the coins of Euboia ; on the 
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reverse is a front-view of a lion's muzzle, with the archaic inscription 
A OPTV N. Coins with the common type of Europa seated on a tree have 
this singular inscription SO^ Vm^T (rcaopoc), which Mr. Wroth does not 
try to explain ; finally the piece with the legend TO PTYNIiiN 61605 is 
not less interesting. 

Coins with the type of Zeus Diktaios Aitophoros seated, and with the 
half-figure of a he-goat, are attributed by Mr. Wroth to Praisos, for there 
are some with the inscription P PAIS I. These coins were long attributed 
to Hyrtakos or Hyrtakina. It will not be necessary to recur to the Gor- 
tynian pieces whose interest was demonstrated by Mr. Wroth in a special 
publication which I have already noticed.' In this same work he also 
called attention to coins of Polyrrhenia and Priansos of which I need not 
speak. For Phaistos, however, it is necessary to cite the piece with the 
archaic inscription 50MAXA3I], and the type of Zeus Velchanos as a 
youth, seated on a rock and holding a bird (cock) on his knees ; the piece 
with the inscription TAAQN, and the type of the winged giant Talos who 
traversed the island of Krete periodically to expel all strangers. 

At Rhankos we notice a piece with the reversed legend MOIM VA*^ and 
the type of Poseidon standing, holding his horse by the bridle. At Sybrita, 
a coin with the legend SYBPITIflN and the types of Dionysos on a pan- 
ther and of Hermes putting on his andromydes. At Tylissos a coin with 
the head of Hera, and, on the reverse, the legend MQI5IAYT, and ApoUon 
standing, holding his bow and the head of a he-goat. 

This simple survey is sufficient to show how important the numismatics 
of the island of Krete are from an archaeological point of view. The rest 
of Mr. Wroth 's volume is occupied with the description of the coins of the 
islands of the Aegean sea: Amorgos, Anaphe, Andros, Keos, Kythnos, De- 
los, Gyaros, los, Melos, Mykonos, Naxos, Pares, Pholegandros, Seriphos, 
Siphnos, Syros, Tenos and Thera. For Paros, I will call attention to the 
magnificent silver pieces which have a female head in a peculiar kekrypha- 
los, and a tetradrachma with the head of youthful Dionysos on the obverse, 
and with the seated figure of Demeter Thesmophoros on the reverse. 

Such is the present status of the Catalogue of Greek Coins. But, beside 
this series, the British Museum publishes, under the title Catalogue of Ori- 
ental Coins, the description of all its coins with Arabic inscriptions. The 
first volume dates from 1875, and the eighth and most recent from 1883. 
Of this series I shall not treat here, as it requires the competence of a 
specialist, and, besides, addresses itself to orientalists rather than to archae- 
ologists. This is also the case with a third series of catalogues, entitled 
Catalogue of Indian coins in the British Museum. This new collection, com- 
menced in 1884, already comprises three volumes : 1. The coins of the Sul- 

' American Journal of Arefueology, vol. I, No. 4, pp. 388-90. 
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tans of Delhi ; 2. The coins of the Mukammedan States of India ; 3. The 
coins of the Greek and Seythie kings of Bactria and India. Still it will be 
necessary to refer here to the last of these volumes, due to Mr. Percy 
Gaednee, as it is related quite as much to Greek as to Indian numismatics. 
It is well known how, in our times, numismatic series of Bactria and India 
were arranged in the medal-boxes of collectors. Before 1830, onl)"^ a few 
coins of a small number of Bactrian kings were known : then the French 
generals Allard and Court, in the service of Eungt-Sing king of the Sa'iks, 
while digging in tumuli of the Pentapotamis, found there an enormous 
quantity of coins with Greek and Indian inscriptions. It is mainly by 
means of these pieces that the Bactrian series of Paris and London have 
been formed. Taken as a whole, they constitute a real historical revolu- 
tion, making known, as they do, the names of a large number of Greek 
princes, unknown to writers, who reigned over these lands after the dis- 
memberment of the empire of Alexander, and allowing us to put our finger, 
so to speak, on the continuance of Hellenic influence in the Far-East. Since 
that time other coins have come from the same countries to enrich Euro- 
pean collections, and among the most important should be mentioned the 
famous Eukratidion in the Cabinet de France, a gold piece weighing twenty 
staters. At the same time various monographs were being published on the 
classification of these coins, and in 1878 A. von Sallet wrote an excellent 
memoir entitled Die Nachfolger Alexanders des grossen in Baktrien und In- 
dien. From a chronological point of view these series present the most seri- 
ous difficulties, and our uncertainty comes from the silence of Greek authors 
regarding these kings of Bactria : of at least thirty kings, at present known 
by coins, there are not more than five or six who are mentioned by writers. 
Among the most important coins of the British Museum are an aureus and 
a tetradrachma of Andragoras with the legend A N A P AfO POY : these are 
in the Syrian style. Besides, Andragoras was perhaps merely a satrap, as 
also Sophytes whose coins bear the legend $0<l>YTOY. It is a peculiar 
circumstance that the word B AS I A EQ5 does not accompany the names of 
these two princes who, for this reason, may be considered as vassals of the 
kings of Syria. It is well known that only towards 248 did Diodotes, 
satrap of Bactria, revolt against Antiochos II. The coins of King Agatho- 
kles are also of especial interest. Some fine tetradrachmas of this prince 
are also commemqration pieces, that is to say, coins struck in memory and 
in the name of more ancient and already deceased kings. Thus, while 
we read on the reverse: BASIAEVONTOS ArAGOKAEOYS AIKAIOY, 
the obverse bears the following different legends: AAEEANAPOY TOY 
•HAITTITOY;— ANTIOXOY NIKATOPOS;— AIOAOTOY SQTHPOS; 
— EYGYAHMOY GEOY. These curious legends are, it may easily be 
imagined, of the greatest importance for chronology. Also to be noticed, 
among other remarkable pieces in the British Museum, are: the coins 
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of Eukradites with the name and effigy of his father and of his mother, 
Heliokles and Laodikeia ; the tetradrachma of Platon ; the silver piece of 
Heliokles with the type of Zeus, and on the reverse an Indian legend ; a 
tetradrachma of Antialkidas ; the bilingual coins of Archebios, of queen 
Agathokleia, of Menandros, Epandros, Zoilos, Philoxenos, Hippostrates, 
Hermaios and Queen Kalliope. The barbarous legends of the coins of the 
Indo-Scythic kings, like Kanerkes and his successors, are still, for the greater 
part, unexplained, and the types of these pieces are of the greatest value 
for Indo-Bactrian archaeology. In Mr. Percy Gardner's catalogue there 
will be found new elements for the resolution of these difficult problems 
until now hardly studied at all. 

The numismatics of ancient Italy, which on account of its numerous types 
and its artistic character has given rise to so many works during the last 
three centuries, has just been enriched by a new general collection: Le 
monete dell' Italia antica, raceolta generale del P. Raffaele Garrucei (Roma, 
Salviucci, 1885, in fol.). It is the scientific testament of the learned Jesuit, 
Father Garrucei, who died while correcting its last proof-sheets. Although 
the book is not very original, as the ancient collection of Carelli, edited by 
Cavedoni, was already conceived on about the same plan, still. Father Gar- 
rucei has the good fortune to come after others and to profit by their labors. 
In the first part, Monete fuse, figure the rough ingots of the aes rude found 
at Ariccia, Cervetri, Palestrina, Vicarello, Tarquinia, etc. ; the ingots with 
fish-fins as their tyj)e found at Montefiascone, Cervetri and Fiesole ; the in- 
scriptionless quincussis and quadrussis, with the types of the club, the dol- 
phins, the tripod, anchor, Pegasos, trident, caduceus, pig and elephant, con- 
nected, evidently, with the conquests of Pyrrhos in Southern Italy. After 
these square pieces, come those of ovoid shape, then, those that are round and 
entirely like coins in shape. The great As of Latium, including those of 
Rome, the As of Etruria, of Umbria, Picenum, Apulia, Lucania and Cam- 
pania, are exactly described ; but Father Garrucei proposes no new attri- 
bution, and makes known no inedited monuments. 

The second part of his book, Monete coniate, gives the corpus of the coins 
of Etruria, of Rome, except those which bear the names of monetary magis- 
trates ; finally those of all the other cities of Italy. A criticism of this part 
of Garrucci's work would lead me too far, for, though none of the parts of 
ancient numismatics has been so often treated as the coinage of Italy, few 
also still raise so many questions of art, history, mythology and attribu- 
tion. Might not curious observations be made on that archaic coin of 
the de Luynes collection which bears the legend NEHPOLIS instead of 
N EOPOLIS ? The coins with the head of Herakles, and a Chimera on the 
reverse, which bear the legend RVB, lead also to inquiries, and cannot be 
attached to the Roman series, although Father Garrucei has so classified 
6 
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them. There are also a considerable number of inexactitudes and errors in 
this collection, and I have noticed several legends engraved on the plates 
which are not exactly reproduced in the text. Some forged pieces may be 
cited, as that which is reproduced on pi. lxxxiii, No. 19, and is attributed 
to Cumae ; and others which Garrucci attributes to Metapontum and Arpi, 
for example, belong to Pheres in Thessaly and Kleitor in Arkadia. 

Dr. Imhoof-Blumee, whose great collection entitled Monnaies grecques 
appeared in 1883, published in 1884 a truly scientific classification of the 
the numismatic portraits of the Kings of Pergamon ; and, in 1885, a general 
volume entitled Portratkopfe auf antiken Munzen hellenischer und hellenis- 
ierterVolker, mit Zeittafeln der Dyiiastien des Alterthums, nach ihren Mumen 
(Leipzig, Teubner, 1885, 4to). This work includes the portraits of all the 
Kings and the dynasts of the Hellenic or Hellenized world who have struck 
coins : to these were added the portraits of poets or philosophers, which are 
sometimes found on coins, such as Herodotos, Sappho, Hippokrates, etc. The 
text of the book contains simply the nomenclature of the princes with the 
date of their reign, and the description, without any commentary, of the coins 
figured on the plates. It is an atlas of ancient iconography : but it is neces- 
sary to call attention to the fact that the iconographic attributions are very 
conjectural in certain dynasties, such as those of the Seleukidai, the Lagidai 
and the Kings of Kappadokia. Future special works will doubtless succeed 
an making more precise the classification and attribution of the coins of 
these princes : already the studies of M. Th. Reinach on the Kappadokian 
series, and those of M. Imhoof-Blumer himself on the dynasty of Pergamon,* 
are models of criticism, the principles of which it would be well to apply to 
-other series of royal portraits that have until now remained uncertain. 

A simple mention will be sufficient for the thesis of Janus Six, De Gov- 
gone (in 4to, Amsterdam, 1885), as it is no longer a recent book. From the 
double point of view of archseology and numismatics, this work is of the 
highest order : it is well known how frequent are the Gorgon-heads in the 
primitive numismatics of Greek lands, as well as in the representations on 
painted vases. M. Six establishes the filiation of these types of the Gorgon, 
and the results of his classification are of a nature to upset many precon- 
ceived notions regarding both numismatic attribution and chronology. 

Messrs. F. Imhoof-Blumer and Percy Gardner have undertaken a 
work most important from an archaeological standpoint. I will only men- 
tion it now, as it is not finished, but will return to it at a later date. It is 
their Nummnatic Commentary on Pausanias, of which only two numbers 
have yet appeared, including the numismatic illustration of books i to viii 
of the Description of Greece.* All know how many buildings, statues and 

' Die Miinzen der Dyiumtie von Pergamon, 4to, Berlin, 1884. 
^Heprinted from the Journal of Hellenic Studies, 1885 and 1886, 
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monuments of different kinds Pausanias describes, in the course of his work ; 
Imhoof-Bluraer and Percy Gardner find on coins of the countries visited by 
Pausanias the greater part of these buildings, of these statues and monu- 
ments ; and the coin-types complete, explain, and often throw quite a new 
light on, the text of the Greek author. As early as 1883, Mr. Peecy Gard- 
ner had published a book of the same kind. Types of Greek Coins (fol., Cam- 
bridge, 1883), on Greek Numismatics in general. This book is too old to be 
reviewed here, but it should at least be mentioned on account of its excep- 
tional archseological interest : in it the author compares a large number of 
monetary types both with monuments described by ancient authors, and with 
statues preserved in our museums, and their history is in this way singularly 
elucidated. 

During the last few years, several Russian savants have sought, with 
praiseworthy emulation, to collect and publish the ancient coins of the Kings 
and Cities of the Kimmerian Bosporos, so much so that the researches of 
MM. A. von Sallet, Waddington and Kohne have become very incomplete. 
Among these late studies of Russian numismatists, the following may be 
cited : — 1. G. D'Alexeieff, Dissertation sur une monnaie inedite d'un roi 
inconnu du Bosphore Cimmerien (Paris, Leroux, 8vo, 1876). This King is 
Innfieus. — 2. L. Stephani, dissertations inserted in the Comptes-rendus de la 
commission areheologique de Saint Petersbourg, in 1880. — 3. A. W. Oresch- 
NIKOW, Zur Munzhwide des Cimmerischen BospJioros (Moscow, 1883, 8vo); 
4, Der Cimmerisehe Bosphorus zur Zeil der Sparlokiden dynastie (Moscow, 
1884, 8vo) ; and 5, Sur une monnaie de la reine Pythodoris (Moscow, 1885, 
8vo, — in Russian). — 6. P. 0. Bouratchkow, Recueil de materiaux pour 
I'etude de I'art et de la mimismatique des peuples qui vivaient dans I'antiquite 
au Sud de la Rassie, au temps des Hellenes (Odessa, 1884, 4to — in Russian). 
This book, unhappily written in Russian and not put in circulation, is most 
important, and includes large series of inedited pieces. — 7. Podschiwalow, 
Besehreibung unedirter Munzen seiner Sammlung (Moscow, 1882); and 8, 
Katalog der bosphorisehen Munzen der Rumianzowochen Museums (Moscow, 
1884). — 9. Giel, Kleine Beitrdge zur antiken Niimismatik Sudrusslands 
(Moscow, 1886, 4to). M. Gull's publication, which completes this list, con- 
siderably increases the number of known coins of Olbia, Tyra, of the Tauric 
Chersonesos, of Nymphaion, Pantikapaion and Sindika. As for Royal coins, 
the author describes coins of Mithridates Eupator, Pharnakes II, Asandros, 
Pythodoris, Polemon II, Sauromates I and II, and Ininthimeus. Then follow 
dissertations on the coins of the Bosporos that have for type the front lion- 
head, with an empty square on the reverse ; on the monograms found on 
coins of the Kings of the Kimmerian Bosporos ; finally on potter's marks 
with royal names found in the tombs of Kertsch and Taman. 

Turning from Greek numismatics to works of a general interest, there 
are two, of very different scieutific value. The first, Rejiertorium zur an- 
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tiken Nmnismatik is due to the regretted Dr. Julius Feiedlandee and to 
Rudolf Weil (Berlin, Reimer, 1885, 8vo). It is a bibliography of Greek 
numismatics. The idea that directed the composition of this repertory is 
excellent in principle. To follow the order of the Description dee mMailles 
antiques by Mionnet, and to give for each city the nomenclature of all works, 
books, review articles, or notices of any sort, published on the coins of these 
cities, is, most certainly, a very useful enterprise, destined to spare numis- 
matists great loss of time, omissions, or errors. Unhappily, the execution 
is far from equalling the ideal conception. Friedlander left numerous notes 
which M. Weil, in publishing this posthumous work, claims to have com- 
pleted. It must, however, be confessed that he fulfilled this task in a very 
insufficient way, that this repertory is defective, and that essential works are 
omitted in every section of numismatics. 

The other book referred to is by a scholar whose competence in numis- 
matics has long been known, Mr. Baeclay V. Head : it is entitled, Historia 
Numorum. A Manual of Greek Numismatics (Oxford, Clarendon press, 
1887, 8vo). For a long time, amateurs, artists, and even scholars have been 
calling for a manual that should be a r6sum4 of the Doctrina numorum ve- 
terum of Eckhel, placed on the footing of modern science : this r&um^ Mr. 
Barclay V. Head has given us for the department of Greek numismatics, 
and has acquitted himself so admirably of his task, difficult from more than 
one point of view, that I do not hesitate to declare his book indispensable to 
all devotees of numismatics and archaeology. I must insist on this capital 
point, that this is not a book of teaching and dissertations, but a descriptive 
r^sum^, giving the numismatic history of every city, a bibliography, a de- 
scription of the principal types, their mythological or archaeological expla- 
nation ; it also contains the weights of gold and silver coins, a clear and pre- 
cise account of the different monetary systems, and, finally, the reproduction 
of a great number of coins : at the end are some excellent indexes which 
make consultation of the book rapid and easy. 

After giving to this book the praise that is its due, I shall not stop to criti- 
cise the author on points of detail, on contested or contestable attributions, 
on the insertion of certain types in preference to others. Still, it may be 
remarked that certain sections of numismatics appear somewhat sacrificed. 
Only six pages are given to Spain, and these do not contain the least refer- 
ence to Keltiberian coinage, an omission that seems inexplicable. On the 
other hand, it was hardly necessary to take account of Zobel de Zangroniz's 
opinion which attributes to Spain the coins of several Numidian kings with 
Pu nic legends. Two pages only for Gaul, a half-page for Britain, seem quite 
insufficient in a work that covers eight hundred pages. But all the other 
Greek series are well summarized and brought up to date; there are some, 
especially, such as Italy, Sicily and in general Greece proper, which are fully 
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developed and constitute repertories that advantageously replace even Eck- 
hel's Doctrina. 

M. Michel Soutzo published, in 1884, a study on the Systhnes moni- 
taires primitifs de I'Asie Mineure et de la Greee,^ which he completed by a 
dissertation on the Etalons pondiranx primitifs et lingota monetaires, which 
appeared in 1885. In the latter work the author proposed to establish the 
true normal weights of the principal units of weight of antiquity, as well 
as the primitive relations which these units of weight may have had to each 
other and to the first coins : thorny questions on which scholars have hith- 
erto rarely agreed. 

It does not belong to me to speak of my work on the coins of the Roman 
Republic, of which the second and last volume has just appeared.* It will 
be sufiicient to say, for the reader's information, that my task has been to 
place the general classification of this monetary series au courant with re- 
cent scholarly work, by fixing approximately, if not exactly, the period of 
the manufacture of the coins, by seeking to give the historical and mytho- 
logical explanation of the types, and finally by giving an exact biography 
of the monetary magistrate. Numerous improvements will doubtless in 
the future be made on this work, and no one knows its imperfections and 
faults better than myself: still, I think it a not useless labor, and that it 
may have contributed to bring out from a chaotic condition the classifi- 
cation of the official coins of the Roman Republic. 

The publication of the second edition of the Description des monnaies 
frappees sous V empire Romain (monnaies imperiales) , by the deceased scholar 
Henry Cohen, is advancing rapidly, and will probably be finished within 
the year : the vi and penultimate volume has been placed on sale. The 
first edition of this vast corpus of imperial coins is in the hands of all col- 
lectors and archaeologists, and it is unnecessary to speak of the importance 
of such a collection. All that it is necessary to state is how the second 
edition, continued by F. Feuardent with the care and ability that Cohen 
himself would have shown, difiers from the first, and in what it completes 
and improves it. In the first place, it contains numerous new pieces that 
were not known at the time of the first publication, made twenty-five years 
ago : the former comprised about twenty-five thousand coins, the new edi- 
tion will contain at least thirty-five thousand. On the score of learning, 
it will doubtless be regretted that the author and his continuator did not 
adopt the strictly chronological order for the classification of the coins, as 
it is the only one that is truly scientific ; but this chronological order would 
have made consultation difficult, and this feeling caused the alphabetical 

* Bucharest, 1884, 8vo. Extract from the Revue Roumaine d' ArcMologie. 

® Description hiatorique el ehronologique des monnaies de la Repvhlique roniaine, mdgaire- 
ment appelies monnaies consulaires, par Eknest Babelon. Two vols. 8vo, Paris, RoUin 
et Feuardent. 
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order of legends within each reign to be adopted. In the first edition, 
Cohen established four series of coins by distinguishing (1) gold and silver 
medallions ; (2) gold and silver coins ; (3) bronze medallions ; (4) bronze 
coins. These divisions were so far inconvenient that they complicated in- 
vestigations, and placed far from each other pieces bearing the same types 
and the same legends, but differing only in metal. In the new publication, 
all the metals are united : there is now but a single series for each reign, 
so that we find, side by side, all the coins bearing the same legend, whether 
in gold, silver, or bronze, or of different modules. The mention of the 
metal and size follows, of course, the description of each piece, together 
with its commercial value. But the happiest innovation is that, after each 
reign, the description of all the colonial coins of the empire is given. As 
for the coins that go by the name of Imperial Greek, that is, those struck 
in the cities of Greece or of the East that were not colonies, their great 
number did not allow of their being described. It was found possible to 
publish only, at the close of each reign, the alphabetical list of the cities 
that struck this kind of coin. Finally, instead of the few plates annexed 
to the volumes of the first edition, M. Feuardent has not hesitated to de- 
fray the expense of numerous illustrations : drawings inserted in the text 
reproduce the more important coins of each emperor. 

Al. Boutkowski continues the printing of his Didionnaire Numimia- 
tique (Leipzig, Weigel, 8vo) of imperial Roman and colonial Greek coins, 
in which the author has piled up his materials in an order, unfortunately, 
quite irrational. M. G. Schlumberger, who published in 1884 his great 
collection entitled Slgillographie de l' empire byzantin, and collected at about 
the same time the (Euvreg deA.de Longperier, has just completed the latter 
publication by a general alphabetical index on a large scale, which, by the 
way it facilitates research, cannot fail to be of the greatest service to students. 
It is the worthy crown of a collection of archaeological and numismatic dis- 
sertations which are the most interesting and varied ever formed with the 
scattered works of a single scholar. Finally, the Edit de Maximum et la situ- 
ation monetaire de I'empire sous Diocletien, by M. Emile Lepaule (Paris, 
1886, Rollin et Feuardent, 8vo), is a conscientious work on a difficult ques- 
tion, already treated in a masterly manner by M. Waddington. M. L6paule 
has sought to reconstitute the real value of the coins at the moment the edict 
was rendered ; he also wished to determine the monetary unit employed as 
sole type in the designation of the tariffs. It is from this point of view that 
his work is useful for the history of Roman coinage. 

Ernest Babelon. 
Cabinet des Medailtes, 

Bibliotheque Nationale, 
Paris. 



